
 
Time Frame Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:00am-8:45am 
ELA 

 

Extra/Daily Activities:  
● Read for at least 30 minutes. Choose an A.R. book, a magazine, or log in to myOn to access a digital library and 

news articles. Use this district link: https://www.myon.com/school/adelantoreads, Student Username for Grade 4: 
myon4; for Grade 5: myon5 and Student Password for All Grades: 123. *If you don’t have access to these, read 
the passages in this packet. 

● Take an A.R. quiz through your Renaissance Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Do Lexia lessons/units through your Clever Log in on the AESD website https://www.aesd.net/Content2/4 
● Read & Respond. See your copy of the Read & Respond Choice Board  and pick your choice of activity. 
● Vocabulary Journal. Circle/Highlight the unfamiliar vocabulary words you find in the reading passages in this 

packet. Create or complete your vocabulary journal on the words you identified. 
● Week in Review. Write about what you learned this week. 

○ You may start with: This week I… 
○ Add pictures to illustrate what you learned.  
○ Present your work to a member of your family. 

Grade 4:
Read Over Bridge 
Under Tunnel and
follow the directions 
given for Close
Reader Habits 
(Grade 4 Packet p.17)
 
Grade 5:
Study Finding the 
Theme of a Poem and
follow the rest of the 
directions given.
(Grade 5 Packet p.13) 

Grade 4:
 Use what you learned 
from reading the
science article to 
respond to questions
1-2. Read about 
synonyms and
antonyms as context 
clues. (Grade 4
Packet p.18) 

Grade 5:  
What have you
learned so far about 
using details to

Grade 4:
Follow directions 
given for numbers 3-4
Talk and Write. 
(Grade 4 Packet
p.18-19) 

Grade 5:  
Read Darkness in the
Desert and follow the 
directions given for
Close Reader Habits 
(Grade 5 Packet p.15)

Grade 4:
Refer to the above 
daily activities.
 
Grade 5:
What details in the 
poem “Darkness in
the Desert” develop 
its theme? Complete
the chart on p. 16. 
Follow the rest of the
directions given for 
Talk. (Grade 5 Packet
p.16) 

Grade 4:
Refer to the above daily 
activities.
 
Grade 5:
Follow the directions 
given for Write Short
Response. (Grade 5 
Packet p.16-17)
 

 



 identify a theme? 
Complete the chart on
p. 14. 
Follow the rest of the
directions given for 
the Talk part.

  

Break 

 
9:00am-9:45am

Math 

 

This i-Ready “At-Home-Activity” includes sets of practice problems that align to important math concepts your student has 
worked with so far this year. We recommend that your student completes one page of practice problems each day.
Encourage your student to do the best they can with this content—the most important thing is that they continue 
developing their mathematical fluency and skills!

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 3 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 4 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 4 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 5 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 5 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 6 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 6 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 7 
 

Grade 4: Math packet 
Page 7 
Grade 5: 
Math Packet page 8 
 

Break 

10:00am-10:45am 
History 

Use your Marking the 
Text Strategies as you 
read the article 
“American Indian 
Culture of the 
Northeast.”  See the 
“Overview” document 
in this packet for help 
with Marking the Text 
Strategies. 
 
Write a 1 paragraph 
summary of 
“American Indian 
Culture of the 
Northeast.” See the 
“Overview” document 

Re-read the article 
“American Indian 
Culture of the 
Northeast” and review 
your markings and 
summary. 
 
Use the A.C.E 
Strategy (refer to the 
“Overview” document 
for help with the A.C.E 
Strategy) to answer 
the following DBQs. 
Write your responses 
on the back of 
“American Indian 
Culture of the 

Use your textbook 
and/or the attached 
“North American Key” 
to color in/shade in all 
the states east of the 
Mississippi River on 
the attached Map of 
the USA.  Label the 
Atlantic Ocean, the 
Great Lakes, Canada, 
the Appalachian 
Mountains, and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
 
UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY: 
 

Pretend you are a 
Native American living 
in the American 
Northeast during this 
time period. 
  
Create a ‘story of your 
day.’  What would 
happen to you/what 
would you do in a 
day?  Begin with what 
you’d eat when you 
wake up and end with 
what you’d do before 
going to bed.  Be 
descriptive and use 
your reading to make 

Imagine you are a 
reporter living during 
this time period.  What 
questions would you 
have for the people 
living in the American 
Northwest?  Use the 
article you read to help 
you make a list of 20 
questions that you 
would ask a native. 
 
UPGRADE ACTIVITY:
Use your knowledge of 
the American Indians of 
the Northeast to 
answer as many of the 



in this packet for help 
with writing a
paragraph summary. 

UPGRADE 
ACTIVITY:
Instead of writing a 1 
paragraph summary
for the entire article, 
“American Indian
Culture of the 
Northeast,” write a 1
paragraph summary 
about the Society
Structure and Social 
and Religious Norms
of the American 
Indians of the
Northeast  and a 1 
paragraph summary
of the Geographic and 
Temporal Conditions
and Common Food 
Practices of the
American Indians of 
the Northeast.

Northeast” text.  Be 
sure to write in your
own words. 

1. How did agriculture 
contribute to the
condensing of native 
people in the
Northeast? 

2. Make your own 
hypothesis about why
Native American 
communities
constructed mounds. 
What connection can
you make to historical 
evidence.
 
UPGRADE
ACTIVITY: 
How does the Iroquois
League resemble the 
United States of
America? What is 
different and what is
the same? 

For the following 
sections from your
reading, create an 
illustration to
summarize the main 
topics of that section.
Draw these on the 
back of your map.
 
-Common Food
  Practices 
-Societal Structure
-Social and Religious  
Norms

sure you are providing 
accurate information.
Write at least 3 
paragraphs.
 
UPGRADE
ACTIVITY: 
Draw a series of
pictures to go along 
with the story you
wrote.  Include at 
least three pictures.

questions you created 
as you can.

Lunch 

11:45am-12:30pm
SEL 

You are living through history right now and you can capture your memories to look back on in the future! Create
your 2020 COVID 19 Time Capsule . Fill in one page a day for two weeks. Work on pp. 1-6 this week.  

Break 

12:45pm-1:30pm
Science 

4th Grade - Read
“Penguins: Up Close 
and Personal.”
Underline words that 

4th Grade - Read
Penguins: Up Close 
and Personal.” Try
reading it faster today 

4th Grade - Read
Penguins: Up Close 
and Personal.” Try
reading it faster today 

4th Grade - Read
“Penguins: Up Close 
and Personal.” Try to
read it faster than you 

4th Grade-Read
“Penguins: Up Close 
and Personal” Try to
make this your fastest 



you don’t know how to 
read. Practice
sounding them out. 
Read “Penguins: Up
Close and Personal” 
again. Focus on
correctly saying the 
words that are
unfamiliar to you.  Get 
help learning the
meaning of those 
words. Answer
Comprehension 
questions 1 and 2.
 

5th Grade - Read 
“Antibiotics: Use
Them Wisely” 
Underline words that
you don’t know how to 
read. Practice
sounding them out. 
Read “Antibiotics: Use
Them Wisely” again. 
Focus on correctly
saying the words that 
are unfamiliar to you.
Get help learning the 
meaning of those
words.   Answer 
questions 1, 2 and 3.

than you did 
yesterday. Do you
know how to say all of 
the words that you did
not know yesterday? 
Have you learned the
meaning of those 
words? Answer
questions 3, 4 and 5. 
Read about the
vocabulary word 
“camouflage” Write
your own sentence 
using the word
“camouflage” as it is 
used in the story.
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your
sentence. 

 
5th Grade-- Read
“Antibiotics: Use 
Them Wisely” Try
reading it faster today 
than you did
yesterday. Do you 
know how to say all of
the words that you did 
not know yesterday?
Have you learned the 
meaning of those
words?  Answer 
Comprehension
questions 4 and 5. 
Read about the
vocabulary word 
“bacteria” Write your
own sentence using 

than you did 
yesterday. Answer
questions 6 and 7. 
Read about the
vocabulary word 
“climate” Write your
own sentence using 
the word “climate” as
it is used in the article.
Draw a picture to
illustrate your 
sentence.
 

5th Grade-- Read 
“Antibiotics: Use
Them Wisely”  Try 
reading it faster today
than you did 
yesterday. Answer
Comprehension 
questions 6 and 7..
Write 3 facts that you 
have learned.

have been doing. 
Answer
Comprehension 
question 8 and 9.
Read about the 
vocabulary word
“master.”  Write a 
sentence using the
word master.  Write a 
summary of what you
have learned from this
article.
 

 
5th Grade - Read
“Antibiotics: Use 
Them Wisely.” Try to
read it faster than you 
have been doing.
Answer questions 8 
and 9. Write a one
paragraph summary 
of this article.

reading time of the 
week. Answer
Comprehension 
question #10. Great
work for this week! 
Enjoy your weekend.
 
5th Grade-Read

“Antibiotics: Use Them 
Wisely.” Try to make
this your fastest 
reading time of the
week.  Answer 
Comprehension
question #10.  Great 
work for this week!
Enjoy your weekend.  

 



the word “bacteria” as 
it applies to the story.
Draw a picture to 
illustrate your
sentence. 



 

 

 

Read your book and complete four (4) choices of Read-and-Respond. Copy the question or prompt on top of 

your response. You may choose a white paper or lined paper to complete this activity. Remember to write your 

name and grade on top of your paper. Write the title of your book on top of your response. Give it your best.  

Choices for Fiction  
 

Write a newspaper article including 

the 5 Ws (who, what, where, when, 

and why) of a main event in the 

story. 

 

Write about an event in the story 

from another character’s point of 

view. 

 

 

What would you say to a character in 

the story if you could talk to them? 

 

 

 
Compare the main character to 

someone you know and explain at 

least four ways that they are alike or 

different. 

 

 
What life lesson did you learn 

from this story? Explain how you 

can apply it in your own life. 

 
Explain how you think the author 

could change the story and why you 

think that would make it better. 

 
Write a poem about the part you 

read, emphasizing the characters 

and the main events. 

 
 

 
Create a 6-8 panel comic strip of 

the part of the story you read. 

 

 

 
Draw a picture that includes all of 

the main characters in the story and 

explain the importance of each 

one. 

 

Choices for Non-Fiction or Informational Text 
 

Make a graphic organizer showing 

the central idea and supporting 

details of the informational text or 

book you read. 

 
 

 

Write a letter to your teacher 

about the facts you learned from 

your non-fiction book. 

 

What are five new words you 

learned from this book? Illustrate 

the words and use them in your 

own sentences. 

 

Read-and-Respond Choice Board    

Please keep this copy for your future reference. No new copy will be attached in the succeeding packets. 



Name: 

_____________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

Vocabulary Journal 

Choose two of the vocabulary words you are learning. Answer the parts needed 

below. Copy the format on the back page to work on other vocabulary words. 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Word: 

Part of Speech: 

Meaning: _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Synonyms/Examples 

 

Picture: 

 

 

 

 

Antonyms/Non-Examples: 

 

Sentence:  
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Read Genre: Science Article

1  Mountains, lakes, and rivers can get in the way of people traveling 
from one place to another. There are structures that help people pass 
such obstacles. Bridges and tunnels help people overcome such barriers.

2  Bridges and tunnels are different in design and placement. A bridge 
is built over a body of water, a highway, or a railroad track. A tunnel, 
in contrast, is a passageway under the ground, under a body of water, 
or through a mountain. Bridges vary in shape and are often placed 
above ground or water. Some are even famous. The Golden Gate Bridge 
is one of the most renowned bridges in the world. This celebrated 
structure crosses over the entrance to San Francisco Bay and connects 
San Francisco to northern California. The Golden Gate is known for its 
length and height. But it is best known for its beauty. People come from 
all over the world not just to cross the Golden Gate but simply to look 
at it.

3  Of course, not even the world’s most famous tunnel gets many 
visitors who just want to look. It’s hard to get a good view of a 
subterranean passage. But since the Channel Tunnel 
opened in 1994, it has transported millions of people. The 
Channel Tunnel, or “Chunnel,” runs beneath the English 
Channel and connects France and England. The Chunnel is 
a rail tunnel. The only automobiles that cross it are carried 
on special railway cars. The Chunnel is not the longest 
tunnel in the world, but it is one of the few tunnels that 
connects two countries.

How can context clues 
help you? Circle words 
that are unfamiliar. 
Reread the article. 
Underline clues that 
help you figure out the 
meaning of the words. 

Close Reader Habits

by Lloyd Frank
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Think Use what you learned from reading the science article to respond 
to the following questions.

1 What is the meaning of obstacles as it is used in paragraph 1 
of the text? 

A things made below or above ground

B things that slow or stop movement

C things that help people travel

D things built through mountains or over water

2 Underline four context clues in paragraph 2 that best help you 
understand the meaning of the word renowned.

A bridge is built over a body of water, a highway, or a railroad 
track. . . . Bridges vary in shape and are often placed above ground 
or water. Some are even famous. The Golden Gate Bridge is one of 
the most renowned bridges in the world. This celebrated structure 
crosses over the entrance to San Francisco Bay and connects San 
Francisco to northern California. The Golden Gate is known for its 
length and height. But it is best known for its beauty. 

Talk 

3 Discuss the meaning of the word subterranean as it is used in this 
sentence from paragraph 3:

It is hard to get a good view of a subterranean passage.

Write

4 Short Response Write a definition of the word subterranean. 
Identify the context clues you found. Describe the strategy you used 
to figure out the meaning of the word. Use details from the text to 
support your response. Use the space provided on page 19 to write 
your answer.

HINT Use a chart to 
organize your 
thoughts about 
context clues.

Synonyms are context 
clues with meanings  
that are almost like 
the unfamiliar words. 
Antonyms are context 
clues with meanings 
that are opposite to 
the unfamiliar words. 
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3  Use the chart below to organize your ideas. 

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 18.

4  Short Response Write a definition of the word subterranean. Identify the context 
clues you found. Describe the strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the 
word. Use details from the text to support your response.

Helpful 
Context

Clues Possible 
Meaning
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Learning Target

Introduction

Lesson 8
Finding the Theme of a Poem

Read Poems can express feelings and ideas on many topics. 
The speaker in a poem reflects on a topic by saying what he or she 
thinks and feels about it. You can use these reflections and other 
details in a poem to figure out that poem’s message, or theme.

Identify the theme of this comic strip by studying what the 
characters say and do. Also think about how the comic strip ends.

Studying how a poet reflects upon a topic and the 
details she includes will help you identify the theme  
of a poem.

I’m stressed about 
my homework!

Wow...

Ssssh...

Here, let me show 
you what I do when 

I’m stressed.

Thanks, buddy— 
I needed that.

What, you just...
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Lesson 8Theme:  Night Poetry

Academic Talk 
Use these words to talk about the text.

• theme • speaker
• topics • reflect

Talk Share your chart with a partner. 

• What is the topic of the comic strip?

• Did you describe in the same way what the friends say and do? 
How about the ending? 

• Do the details you found support the theme? How do you know?

Think What have you learned so far about using details to identify a 
theme? Complete the chart below, filling it out with details from the 
comic strip.

What Do the 
Characters Say?

What Do the 
Characters Do?

How Does the Comic 
Strip End? What Is the Theme?

Night can ease the 
worries of the day.
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Read Genre: Lyric Poem

Darkness in the Desert
by Morena Sommers

For desert animals, the day
Is not a time for work or play. 
There’s little shade; the world is dry.
The clouds are absent from the sky.

5 Things sizzle in the searing heat,
The burning sands hurt creatures’ feet—
And so when it turns light they creep
Beneath the ground to fall asleep.

But late in the day the sky grows dim.
10 The sun drops past the canyon rim.

The stars peek through, and very soon
The night replaces afternoon.

Inside their dens the creatures stir—
They like the cooler temperature.

15 By ones and twos, by fives and tens
The animals creep from their dens.

On mountain, prairie, plain, and hill,
The night is when the world is still.
In deserts, though, the times reverse:

20 The dark is good, the light is worse.
The daytime is the time to rest.
For desert creatures, night is best.

The desert fox, the mouse, the hare,
At night they scamper here and there.

25 Their claws scratch softly in the sand.
Their faint calls echo through the land.

From dusk to dawn, all through the night 
They feed and play till morning light.

When you reread the 
poem, circle words and 
phrases that tell the topic 
of the poem. Then 
underline details that 
show the speaker’s 
reflections on the topic.

Close Reader Habits
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Finding the Theme of a Poem Lesson 8

  What details in the poem “Darkness in the Desert” develop 
its theme?

Think

1  Complete the chart below. Identify the poem’s topic, the details that 
develop the topic, and the speaker’s reflections on the topic. Use this 
information to determine the theme of the poem.

Talk 

2  Share your charts. Did you and your partner identify the same theme? 
What details did you use to support your understanding of the poem’s 
theme? If necessary, return to your chart to change or add details.

Write 

3  Short Response What is the theme of the poem “Darkness in the 
Desert”? Use examples from the poem and your chart to support your 
response. Use the space provided on page 17 to write your answer.

HINT Start your 
response by stating 
the theme in one 
sentence.

Explore

Look for evidence of 
what the speaker 
thinks about day and 
night in the desert. 

What Is the  
Topic of the Poem?

What Are the Details 
About the Topic?

What Are the 
Speaker’s Reflections 

on the Topic?
What Is the  

Theme of the Poem?
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing
Did you read the prompt carefully?

Did you put the prompt in your own words?

Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

Are your ideas clearly organized? 

Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

140 Lesson 8 Finding the Theme of a Poem ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

3 Short Response What is the theme of the poem “Darkness  
in the Desert”? Use examples from the poem and your chart  
to support your response. 

HINT Start your 
response by stating 
the theme in one 
sentence.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 16.

Darkness in the Desert
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Name:  Understanding of Place Value

Set A

1  Write the number 78,215 in the place-value chart.

Hundred 
Thousands

Ten 
Thousands Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

Write 78,215 in expanded form and word form.

2  Write the number 540,632 in the place-value chart.

Hundred 
Thousands

Ten 
Thousands Thousands Hundreds Tens Ones

Write 540,632 in expanded form and word form.

Set B

3  Show different ways to make 25,302.

     thousands 1      hundreds 1      ones

     hundreds 1      ones

     ones

4  Show different ways to make 708,496.

     hundred thousands 1      thousands 1      hundreds 1  
     tens 1      ones

     thousands 1      hundreds 1      tens 1      ones

     hundreds 1      tens 1      ones
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Name:  Understanding of Place Value continued

6  Write 841,620 in three different ways.

7  Why do both of these show 27,974?

20,000 1 7,000 1 900 1 70 1 4        27 thousands 1 97 tens 1 4 ones

Set B continued

5  Show different ways to make 492,623.

     ten thousands 1      thousands 1      hundreds 1  
     tens  1      ones

     thousands 1      tens 1      ones

     hundreds 1      ones
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Name:  Comparing Multi-Digit Numbers

1  23,230      2,323

4  40,404      40,040

2  33,003      33,030

5  52,177      52,771

3  9,999      10,000

6  421,073      412,730

Set A

Write the symbol that makes each statement true. Use ., ,, or 5.

Set B

7  Circle all the numbers that are less than 78,265.

78,000 79,000 70,000 80,000 78,200 78,300

8  Circle all the numbers that are less than 45,763.

46,000 40,000 50,000 45,700 45,800 45,000

9  Circle all the numbers that are greater than 108,427.

108,000 108,400 108,500 109,000 108,430 108,420

10  How did you solve problem 7?
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Name:  

Round each number to the nearest ten.

1  72

    

2  172

    

3  2,572

    

4  101,372

    

Round each number to the nearest hundred.

5  180

    

8  980

    

6  1,180

    

9  1,980

    

7  56,180

    

10  56,980

    

Round each number to the nearest thousand.

11  7,750

    

12  17,750

    

13  25,750

    

14  70,750

    

Round each number to the nearest ten thousand.

15  65,321

    

16  165,321

    

17  185,321

    

18  205,321

    

19  Round 307,451 to each place value given below.

to the nearest thousand:      

to the nearest hundred:      

to the nearest ten:     

Rounding  Whole Numbers
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Name:  

10  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

11  Check your answer to problem 6 by solving it with a different strategy. Show your work.

1  4,000 
1 6,215

4  3,000 
1 6,871

7  5,020 
1 1,491

2  4,010 
1 6,215

5  2,999 
1 6,871

8  4,990 
1 1,491

3  4,121 
1 6,215

6  2,990 
1 6,871

9  4,950 
1 1,491

Using Strategies to Add

Add using different strategies.
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Name:  

1  The decimal grid in each model represents 1 whole. Shade each model to show the decimal 
number below the model.

0.5 0.05

Complete the comparison statements. 

0.05 is      of 0.5. 0.5 is      times the value of 0.05.

Complete the equations. 

0.5 4      5 0.05 0.05 3      5 0.5

2  Draw a number line from 0 to 2. Then draw and label points at 2 and 0.2. 

Use the number line to explain why 2 is 10 times the value of 0.2.

Complete the equations to show the relationship between 2 and 0.2.

0.2 3      5 2

2 4      5 0.2

3  Which type of model do you like best? Explain why.

Understanding of Place Value
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Name:  Understanding Powers of 10

1  6 4 10

    

2  0.6 4 10

    

3  6 4 102

    

4  0.6 4 102

    

5  6 4 103

    

6  60 4 103

    

7  0.3 3 10

    

8  0.3 3 102

    

9  0.3 3 103

    

10  0.03 3 102

    

11  0.003 3 102

    

12  0.03 3 103

    

13  72 4 10

    

14  0.72 3 102

    

15  7,200 4 103

    

16  20 4 102

    

17  0.9 3 103

    

18  0.001 3 102

    

19  54 4 10

    

20  150 4 103

    

21  0.46 3 103

    

22  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Multiply or divide.
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Name:  

1  0.2

            

3  0.002

            

5  0.012

            

7  1.002

            

9  90.04

            

11  500.2

            

13  700.06

            

2  0.02

            

4  0.12

            

6  0.102

            

8  9.4

            

10  0.94

            

12  8.008

            

14  6.335

            

What is the word form of each decimal?

Reading a Decimal in Word Form

15  3,000.001

            

16  What strategies did you use to help you read the decimals? Explain.
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Name:  

1  one and six tenths

    

3  6 3 1 1 5 3 1 __ 10   

    

5  2 3 10 1 7 3 1 __ 10 1 3 3 1 ___ 100   

    

7  five hundred twelve thousandths

    

9  2 3 1 1 4 3 1 ___ 100   

    

11  7 3 100 1 2 3 10 1 3 3 1 1 6 3 1 __ 10   

    

2  eight and eleven hundredths

    

4  thirteen and thirteen thousandths

    

6  4 3 1 1 1 3 1 ___ 100 1 9 3 1 _____ 1,000   

    

8  8 3 100 1 2 3 1 __ 10 1 8 3 1 _____ 1,000   

    

10  forty-two and forty-one hundredths

    

12  twelve and sixty-eight thousandths

    

What decimal represents each number?

Writing a Decimal in Standard Form

13  3 3 1,000 1 6 3 100 1 3 3 10 1 7 3 1 __ 10 1 2 3 1 ___ 100 1 8 3 1 _____ 1,000   

     

14  nine hundred fifty-six and four hundred twenty-seven thousandths

     

15  How was writing decimals for numbers in word form different from numbers in expanded form?
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Name:  Comparing Decimals

1  0.02     0.002 2  0.05     0.5 3  0.74     0.84

4  0.74     0.084 5  1.2     1.25 6  5.130     5.13

7  3.201     3.099 8  0.159     1.590 9   8.269     8.268

10  4.60     4.060 11  302.026     300.226 12  0.237     0.223

13  3.033     3.303 14  9.074     9.47 15  6.129     6.19

16  567.45     564.75 17  78.967     78.957 18  5.346     5.4

19  12.112     12.121 20  26.2     26.200 21  100.32     100.232

22  What strategies did you use to solve the problems? Explain.

Write the symbol ,, 5, or . in each comparison statement.



Marking the Text Overview: As you read through your text, complete the following steps: 

1. Number the paragraphs 
 

2. Underline the main ideas 
 

3. Highlight the key points that support the 
main ideas 
 

4. Put a star by anything that is important 
a. For example: evidence  

 

5. Circle important vocabulary words AND 
words that you don’t know 

6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything 
that surprises you 
 

7. Put a question mark next to anything that 
confuses you 
 

8. Write comments or draw pictures in the 
margins on anything that helps you connect  
information you are reading to information 
you already know or have experienced

A.C.E Writing Strategies Overview 

A Answer the question Take the question you are being asked and make it a statement while you answer 
it 
 

Example: 
Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 

Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies. 

C Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge,  or information from 
what you read to support your answer 

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as ‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’ 
‘such as,’ and for instance’ 

 
Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as possible. 

E Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by explaining, comparing &
contrasting, showing  cause & effect, etc. 

 
Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from 

reality and enter a new world. 

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER: 

Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 
Answer: 

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as often as 

possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from reality and enter a new world. 



Complete Summary Overview:  

Topic  Sentence: Use your own words to tell the reader the main idea of the reading. 

Body Sentences: Use your own words to tell the reader about the most important details that support 
your topic sentence. 

Conclusion: Use your own words to restate the topic sentence. 

Example: 
In the article, “The Might of Electricity,” author Michael Johnson explains the benefits of electricity.  
First, electricity allows us to use entertainment such as phones and televisions because it powers them.  
Second, electricity keeps us safe by enabling us to keep our food cold so it does not spoil.  Last, 
electricity makes life comfortable by powering machines such as the dishwasher and heater.  People 
benefit immensely from power electricity and we would have much different lives if we did not have 
electricity in our lives. 

Persuasive Essay Overview:  

Topic Paragraph: Include a ‘hook’ sentence to grab the reader’s attention.  Include background 
information on the topic so the reader understands why it is important.  Include a thesis statement 
where you take a position.  List the 3 reasons why you support that position. 

3 Body Paragraphs: Include ONE reason in each paragraph (these are the reasons you stated in your 
topic paragraph).  Include evidence/details to support your reason and relate to the first sentence of this 
paragraph. 

Conclusion Paragraph: Restate your thesis in different words.  Summarize your three reasons for 
supporting your opinion. 



Provided by the Khan Academy on 3/27/20 

American Indian Culture of the Northeast 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/precontact-and-early-colonial-era/before-
contact/a/northeast-indian-culture 

Overview 

● Northeastern Native Americans began to rely primarily on agriculture during the Hopewellian 

period, from 200 BCE to 500 CE. 

● “Three-sister” farming of squash, beans, and corn established more permanent and larger villages 

throughout the Ohio River Valley. 

● The Iroquois League, an agreement established between five Iroquoian-speaking groups in the 

late 1300s, curbed intertribal violence. 

Geographic and temporal setting: the Hopewellian period 

The cultural area of the American Indian Northeast extends from the province of Quebec in modern-

day Canada, through the Ohio River Valley, and down to the North Carolina Coast. The Northeastern 

landscape is dominated by the Appalachian Mountains, which include rolling hills and prominent peaks. 

Native Americans settled extensively in this area, especially during the Hopewellian period from 200 

BCE to 500 CE, primarily due to the temperate climate, accessible waterways, and good farming 

conditions. The tribes most notably connected to this area include the Algonquians, Iroquois, 

Susquehannocks, Mohicans, and Hurons, among others. 

Common food practices: a shift towards three-sister farming 

The Hopewellian period in the Eastern Woodland region spread over the cultural shift from hunting and 

gathering to budding agricultural systems. Some historians estimate that Native Americans were 

farming squash in Illinois as early as 5000 BCE. Corn farming spread through trading networks to the 

Ohio River Valley from the Southwest by 350 BCE. Native peoples tended to their crops carefully and 

religiously. They soon also began to plant and grow beans. Together, the corn, squash, and beans, 

became known as the sacred "three sisters,” a term coined by the Iroquois people. According to the 

Iroquois, the three crops would only thrive if planted close together. 
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Algonquians retained hunting and gathering as a source of food, while beginning to farm. Women would 

gather berries and cultivate the corn fields, while men would hunt and occasionally aid in farming. 

Northeastern American Indians living near the various rivers in the area would fish salmon and collect 

shellfish, as well. With an abundance of food, Iroquois and Hurons made intricate pottery to store the 

surplus. They also wove baskets to aid in the farming process. 

Societal structure: villages and communities 

All “three sisters” quickly became cash crops, a crop which was in high demand by Plains and West 

Coast Indians, who were eager to trade. They received large shells, pearls, copper, and silver in return 

for the foods. Tribes throughout the region would trade food and commodities with other Northeastern 

peoples, depending on their area’s niche good. For example, the Susquehannocks of Pennsylvania 

traded wampum beads for nets and furs from the Hurons of the Great Lakes region. 

Native groups in the Northeast generally lived in villages with a few hundred people. Hochelaga, 

modern-day Montreal, was inhabited by several thousand people and surrounded by extensive corn 

fields. If they were close to a river and therefore a supply of fish, groups would not rely on their village as 

much, and live in smaller bands. However, most lived in villages close to their crops. In agricultural 

Hopewellian societies, men planted and harvested, while women worked in the home, took care of the 

children, and processed the crops. 

Hopewellian culture began the tradition of mound-building, which would extend down to the Southeast 

into the next century. All throughout the Ohio River Valley, Native Americans built mounds in the earth 

where they would bury their deceased. Other archaeologists argue that they were intended for 

ceremonial purposes. Either way, large mounds and animal-shaped earthworks still exist throughout 

this area today. 

Social and religious norms: establishing alliances and democratic principles 

As the Northeast became more agricultural, paradoxically, the region became more urbanized. Although 

we consider agricultural areas less densely populated today, the farming industry required people to 

begin to live together and create more fortified villages to protect their harvests. They lived in 
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longhouses that would extend up to one hundred feet. Since Algonquians farmed while also maintaining 

hunting and fishing, they “commuted” from less permanent villages of wigwams. But as certain tribes, 

like the Iroquois, began having immense farming and thereby trading success, intertribal violence 

intensified. 

Due to trade competition, the Iroquois and Algonquians had an ongoing conflict (into which the French 

would later insert themselves). In hopes of ending intertribal conflict in upstate New York, the 

Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas established the Iroquois League, or the Great 

League of Peace. Historians disagree about when the League was established, most likely between 

1100 and 1400 CE. During this time period, the Iroquoian Indians met for about a year to devise a 

solution to this cyclic pattern of violence and retribution between tribes. 

They devised a system by which each tribe could maintain a level of autonomy over local affairs, but the 

League would unite over trade policies and diplomacy issues. The Iroquois Confederacy put forth 

republican principles, and a dual system of federalism, or balancing local and national powers, for the 

first time on American land. Therefore, many historians argue, the League, which would later become 

known as the Iroquois Confederacy, was the first American democracy, established at minimum four 

hundred years before the US Constitution of 1787. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Penguins: Up Close and Personal
by ReadWorks

A penguin is a kind of bird that lives in water and on land. Most penguins are black and white. 

Their black-and-white appearance is a form of camouflage known as countershading. It helps 

keep them safe in the water.

Wild penguins live only in the Southern Hemisphere. Most live in the area around Antarctica, 

where the weather is very cold. But some penguins live in places with warmer climates, such 

as South Africa, South America, and New Zealand.

The biggest kind of penguin is the emperor penguin. It is almost three-and-a-half feet tall, 

which is about as tall as a first grader! An emperor penguin can weigh as much as 88 pounds. 

It can dive deeper underwater than any other bird. How deep? 1,850 feet!

Emperor penguins mate in Antarctica during the winter, when the temperature is -22 degrees 

Fahrenheit or lower. They mate on the ice. After the female lays an egg, she goes on a 

hunting trip for two months. She may go as far as 50 miles to get to the ocean. During those 

two months, the male keeps the egg warm, protects it, and doesn't eat. He only goes off to 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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find food once the female comes back. She brings food when she returns, but it is for the 

young penguin. She regurgitates the food she has eaten into her chick's mouth. The chick will 

grow up and live for 15 to 20 years.

The second-biggest kind of penguin is the king penguin. It can weigh as much as 30 pounds. 

The king penguin is orange as well as black and white. It has orange highlights on its head, 

beak, neck, and breast.

There are similarities and differences between king penguins and emperor penguins. One 

difference is that king penguins live in warmer climates. They lay their eggs on beaches 

without snow or ice. One similarity is that king penguins and emperor penguins keep their 

eggs warm by putting the eggs on their feet and covering them with loose skin.   

Another kind of penguin is the fairy penguin, which is also known as the little blue penguin 

because of the way it looks. Its feathers are light blue, and it's one of the smallest penguins 

there are. It grows up to be about a foot tall and weighs two or three pounds. This penguin 

likes to live on sandy or rocky beaches. It lives in Australia and New Zealand, where it is 

hunted by natural predators such as seagulls, seals, and sharks. It is also threatened by 

animals brought by people, such as cats, dogs, and foxes.

Little blue penguins care for their eggs differently from the way emperor penguins and king 

penguins do. They build nests for their eggs. Parents take turns caring for the eggs more 

often than emperor penguins do, switching every few days. The eggs hatch after 36 days, and 

the baby penguins grow up to live for about 6.5 years.  

The emperor penguin, the king penguin, and the little blue penguin are just three kinds of 

penguins. There are 17 in all! They spend their lives in the water and on land. They have 

evolved, or changed over many generations, to be able to spend time in water as well as on 

land. In fact, they are better at getting around in water than on land. They have small wings 

called flippers that they use for swimming, not flying. They can swim for as long as 20 minutes 

without coming up for air!

Water is where penguins get their food. They are great at hunting and even seem to have 

mastered it. They catch their food with their beaks and swallow it whole. They eat mainly 

small fish and squid. Some penguins spend a lot of their lives in the water. But they come 

back on land to mate and raise their chicks.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Penguins: Up Close and Personal
by ReadWorks

A penguin is a bird. It spends some of its time in water and some on land. A lot of penguins 

are black and white. Being black and white helps them blend in with their surroundings. These 

colors help camouflage penguins and keep them safe when they are in the water.

Penguins in the wild live in the Southern Hemisphere. Most of them live around Antarctica. 

The weather there is very cold. Some penguins live in warmer climates, though. They live in 

South Africa, New Zealand, and some countries in South America.

The biggest kind of penguin is the emperor penguin. It is almost three-and-a-half feet tall. 

That is about as tall as a first grader! This kind of penguin can weigh as much as 88 pounds. 

It can also dive farther underwater than any other bird. How far? 1,850 feet!

Emperor penguins mate on top of the ice in Antarctica. After the female lays an egg, she goes 

hunting for two months. She goes to the ocean to get food. During that time, the male doesn't 

eat at all. Instead, he keeps the egg safe and warm. He only goes off to find food when the 

female comes back. She brings food with her, but it is for the young penguin. This food has 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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already been swallowed by the mother. She feeds it to her chick by regurgitating it. She brings 

it back up into her mouth and then puts it into the mouth of her chick. The chick will grow up 

and live for 15 to 20 years.

The biggest kind of penguin after the emperor penguin is the king penguin. A king penguin 

can weigh as much as 30 pounds. It is black and white and orange. In some ways, it is like 

the emperor penguin. For example, king penguins keep their eggs warm the same way 

emperor penguins do. They put the eggs on their feet and cover them with loose skin. In other 

ways, king penguins are different from emperor penguins. They live in warmer climates and 

lay their eggs on beaches without snow or ice.   

Another kind of penguin is the little blue penguin. It has this name because of the way it looks. 

It has blue feathers and is small. How small? It's about one foot tall and weighs just two or 

three pounds!

The little blue penguin lives on beaches in Australia and New Zealand. Other animals hunt it. 

Some of them are animals that were brought by people, such as cats and dogs. Other 

animals that hunt it were not brought by people. They include seagulls, seals, and sharks.

Little blue penguins care for their eggs differently from the way emperor penguins and king 

penguins do. How do they care for their eggs? They build nests! The parents also take turns 

protecting their young. They switch off every few days. The young penguins will grow up and 

live for about six years.

The emperor penguin, the king penguin, and the little blue penguin are just three kinds of 

penguins. There are 14 more! All 17 kinds of penguins are better at getting around in water 

than on land. They have small wings called flippers that they use for swimming. They can 

swim for as long as 20 minutes without coming up for air!

Water is where penguins hunt for food. They are good at hunting. They catch their food with 

their beaks and swallow it whole. They eat mostly fish and squid.

Some penguins spend a lot of their lives in the water. But penguins mate and raise their 

chicks on land. So penguins all have to come back to the land sometime.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Advanced Definition

noun

1. a method of concealing something such as a person, vehicle, or building, esp. from an enemy military force, by 
covering it or coloring it so as to imitate its surroundings.

Camouflage is crucial to the defense of any army.

The coats of many animals serve them as a natural form of camouflage.

2. the material, such as paint, fabric, or foliage, used to conceal something by this method.

The soldiers covered their vehicles with camouflage.

3. any method of disguising for the purpose of concealing.

His apparent calmness was camouflage for his real fears.

transitive verb

1. to conceal by coloring or covering to imitate the surroundings.

In winter the soldiers camouflaged themselves by wearing white.

2. to conceal by disguising.

She camouflaged her true motives.

Spanish cognate

camuflaje: The Spanish word camuflaje means camouflage.�����

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Penguins are a type of bird that live mostly in water. Their black and white appearance is known as 
countershading, which is a form of camouflage that helps keep them safe in the water.

2. Startled onlookers watched as a veiled chameleon climbed up a tree branch and changed color. The 
chameleon's ability to camouflage, or conceal itself by changing its appearance, helps the creature hide from 
predators and curious museum-goers.

3. The okapi is only one-third as tall as a giraffe with a shorter neck. It's also a solitary animal; except for mothers 
and infants, okapis keep to themselves. And then there are the zebra-like stripes on its legs and hind flanks, 
which serve as camouflage. Camouflage is a disguise that protects an animal from predators-in the okapi's 
world, leopards.

4. Another way animals adapt to life in the rainforest is by camouflaging themselves to hide from predators. An 
insect called the "walking stick" lives in the palm tree, and it blends in so well with it that it's practically 
unnoticeable unless it moves. When they close their wings, some butterflies look identical to leaves, which 
masks them from predators.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Definition

noun

1. the usual weather conditions in a place.

Alaska has a cold climate.

Advanced Definition

noun

1. the weather conditions most prevailing in a place, averaged over several years.

Antarctica has a cold climate.

2. a region defined by generally similar weather conditions.

We will vacation in a tropical climate this winter.

3. the emotional, political, or social conditions prevailing in a place, time, or situation.

a climate of fear and despair

Spanish cognate

clima: The Spanish word clima means climate.�����

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Only in tropical climates is the sky so blue.

2. The Earth's surface is made up of many different climates.

3. Brazil's warm climate and beautiful beaches attract people from all over the world.

4. Climate is the kind of weather a place has over a period of years.

5. For the next 1,000 years, the survivors and their descendents endured freezing climates and near-apocalyptic conditions.

6. The world is divided into different climate zones. These zones have similar weather patterns all throughout the year.

7. Until recently, warmer temperatures have occurred for natural reasons. Today, humans may be changing the climate and 
making it warmer.

8. Today many glaciers are either breaking apart or melting. Some scientists say this could be because of climate change 
caused by humans.

9. Greenhouse gases trap the sun's heat close to Earth. Without the trees in the rain forest, the Earth's climate would become 
much hotter.

10. Weather is never exactly the same everywhere. It's always changing, and depending on what climate you live in, weather 
can change drastically from mile to mile.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Definition

noun

1. a person with power or control.

The captain is the master of the ship.

verb

1. to develop skill in or knowledge of something.

He mastered tennis.

Advanced Definition

noun

1. a person with power or authority; one who rules or controls.

The duke was a harsh master to his servants.

The captain is the master of the ship.

Have you told the master of your plans to marry?

2. a captain of a merchant ship.

3. a person who owns a slave or animal.

The master decided to sell off some of his slaves.

When his master calls for him, the dog usually obeys.

4. one who is highly skilled or expert.

He was a master of realistic painting.

5. a person whose teachings have great effect on others.

They saw him as their master and tried to follow his teachings.

6. one who overcomes or defeats another; victor.

We shall fight and then we shall see who is master.

7. a schoolteacher or head of a school.
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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The Latin master gave the boys some translations to do.

adjective

1. principal; main.

2. governing; controlling.

3. being highly skilled or expert.

a master carpenter

4. being an original copy.

a master list

transitive verb

1. to develop skill or expertness at.

He mastered chess quickly.

2. to overcome; defeat; conquer.

You must master your passions.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The Vikings were the master shipbuilders of their time. Vikings also worked as farmers and 
craftspeople.

2. That pea-sized "master gland" kicks the thyroid into production-and kicks you into gear. Pay 
attention to your body: Diseases of the thyroid are common.

3. She was sold again and again, from master to master, until she was emancipated in 1828. 
Students of history know Isabella better by the name she chose as an adult-Sojourner Truth.

4. Students in the Dancing Classrooms program master the following five dances from around 
the world for the final competition. 

5. For six months she needed to work with a master baker, learning skills from him or her. The 
hours would be long and the work would be hard, but it would be an invaluable opportunity.

6. "The outdoors is the best place for [you] to practice and master physical skills and to 
experience the pure joy of movement," says Pica. You've probably heard teachers and others 
tell you that getting 30 minutes of exercise a day or walking 10,000 steps helps you stay fit.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



Penguins: Up Close and Personal - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which penguin is the largest?

A. the king penguin

B. the emperor penguin

C. the rockhopper penguin

D. the little blue penguin

2. What does the author describe in the passage?

A. types of penguins and their habitats

B. why most penguins are found in Antarctica

C. the reason why penguins cannot fly

D. how to protect penguins from extinction

3. Not all penguins are black and white. What evidence from the passage supports this 

conclusion?

A. Countershading keeps penguins safe in water.

B. Little blue penguins are the smallest type of penguin.

C. Little blue penguins have blue feathers.

D. Penguins mostly eat small fish and squid.

4. Which of the following conclusions about penguin habitats is supported by the 

passage?

A. Penguins live only in Antarctica.

B. Penguins cannot live in warm climates.

C. Penguins live only in the Northern Hemisphere.

D. Penguins can live in warm and cold climates.

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. facts about penguins

B. how penguins evolved

C. what penguins eat

D. where penguins live
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6. Read the following sentences from the paragraph about king penguins.

"The second-largest penguin is called the king penguin. A king penguin can weigh up to 

30 pounds. During breeding, like the emperor penguin, a king penguin keeps its egg 

warm on its feet under a pouch of loose skin. However, king penguins tend to live in 

slightly warmer climates than emperor penguins; they choose beaches without snow or 

ice to lay their eggs."

Why might the author mention emperor penguins in this paragraph about king 

penguins?

A. to distract the reader from the important information

B. to hint that the emperor penguin is better than the king penguin

C. to show how these two kinds of penguins are alike and different

D. to indicate that emperor penguins and king penguins are the same

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

__________ penguins have small wings called flippers, they cannot fly.

A. Especially

B. Therefore

C. After

D. Although

8. Emperor penguins breed in colder climates than king penguins. What evidence from 

the passage supports this statement?

9. According to the passage, what do little blue penguins build that emperor penguins 

and king penguins do not?

10. Compare and contrast two of the penguins described in the passage. Use 

information from the passage to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Antibiotics: Use Them Wisely

Antibiotics: Use Them Wisely

Alexander Fleming, the scientist who discovered penicillin

Antibiotics are the best drugs we have to fight deadly bacteria, but the germs are fighting 

back.

Ah-choo! Carmen has been feeling miserable for the last three days, sneezing and coughing. 

If she doesn't get well soon, she might miss an important test at school. She might even miss 

the holiday parties.

Carmen asked her parents to take her to the doctor. She wanted the doctor to give her 

antibiotics.

Carmen's sister, Silvia, had also been feeling sick, and the doctor gave her antibiotics. Silvia 

had started feeling better after only a couple of days.

But after the doctor checked Carmen, he said something that she found deeply disappointing. 

"You don't need antibiotics."

"But you gave them to Silvia, and she's better now," replied Carmen.

ReadWorks.org
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"Silvia had strep throat; you have a cold," the doctor said. "Bacteria caused Silvia's strep 

throat, but your cold is caused by a virus. Some people call antibiotics 'miracle drugs,' but 

they don't kill all kinds of germs. They kill bacteria, but not viruses."

Carmen learned that antibiotics wouldn't cure her cold. Antibiotics kill the germs that cause 

many infections. Tuberculosis, ear infections, and some types of pneumonia (a type of lung 

infection) are just a few. Thanks to these drugs, most people don't die of these diseases 

today.

What Are Antibiotics?

Some living things, like molds, make substances that can kill bacteria. These substances are 

called antibiotics. Others are not made by molds. Scientists make them in special 

laboratories.

Alexander Fleming discovered the first antibiotic in 1928. He was working with the mold 

Penicillium. Fleming discovered that Penicillium made a substance that killed bacteria.

He called it penicillin. Penicillin kills germs such as Staphylococcus aureus (STAFF-uh-low-

KAH-kus AW-ree-us). These germs are very dangerous to people. When they get inside the 

bloodstream, they reproduce, or make many more of themselves, killing the person.

In the 1940s, everyone got very excited about penicillin. Doctors could now cure their patients 

of bacterial infections that threatened their lives. People all over the world thought that the 

drug would once and for all get rid of these deadly germs. But time proved everyone wrong. 

Bacteria are here to stay, and some are even stronger than before.

Take Only As Directed

When the doctor gave Silvia a prescription for penicillin to treat her strep throat, he said very 

seriously: "You must take all the doses of this antibiotic, one with each meal, until you finish it. 

This will take 10 days. You have to take all of it to get rid of the germs."

Silvia started taking the antibiotic, but after a few days, she felt better and stopped taking it. 

She felt fine for a week or so, but then her throat started to hurt again. It got worse than the 

first time. Her parents took her to the doctor again. The doctor asked Silvia if she had finished 

all her medicine. She told him she forgot about it when she felt better.
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Antibiotics: Use Them Wisely

"That's why you got sick again," the doctor said. "Most of the germs that were making your 

throat hurt were killed easily by a few doses of antibiotics. That's why you felt better after a 

few days. But some germs are tougher, and you need more doses of the drug to kill them. 

When you stopped taking the antibiotic, you left the toughest germs alive. These bacteria 

reproduced, and now you have many of the toughest kind causing your sore throat."

The medicine Silvia took the first time will not kill these tougher germs. They are "resistant" to 

the drug. The doctor had to kill the bacteria using a different medicine. This time the doctor 

gave Silvia medicine to take for only five days. Each dose had more medicine in it. And the 

medicine lasted longer inside her body. Silvia took all her medicine this time. She didn't want 

to get sick again.

Bacteria Fight Back

Silvia and Carmen wanted to know why germs fight back. The doctor explained that some 

germs make substances that destroy the drugs before they can reach them. Other bugs can 

pump the drugs out before they hurt them. Resistance to these drugs allows germs to stay 

alive and make people sick.

Some germs, such as deadly Staphylococcus aureus, are now resistant to some of the 

medicines. Doctors are afraid that someday many bacteria will fight back many or all of the 

antibiotics. If this happens, doctors will not be able to cure deadly diseases like tuberculosis 

or pneumonia.

The Good News

There are ways to help stop bacteria from becoming resistant. Take antibiotics just as the 

doctor ordered. Take antibiotics only when you have an illness caused by bacteria. 

Remember, these drugs kill only bacteria and not other germs.

Also, if people take antibiotics when they don't need them, they will kill off the "friendly" 

bacteria too. The friendly bacteria help keep the bad bugs from growing as quickly. When the 

good germs die, the bad germs grow faster.

Bacteria are here to stay. But by taking antibiotics responsibly, you can stop them from 

becoming a deadly enemy.
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Advanced Definition

noun

1. pl. of bacterium. Bacteria are one-celled microscopic organisms of various shapes that are 
often agents of fermentation and putrefaction and that, in some cases, cause disease.

Bacteria that are beneficial to digestion live in the human digestive tract.

Rabies is a deadly disease caused by bacteria.

Spanish cognate

bacteria: The Spanish word bacteria means bacteria. �����

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. He figured out that by heating these foods and freeing them from harmful bacteria, they could 
be better preserved. The heat kills the germs that spread disease.

2. If the crab blood does not clot, the medicine is free of bacteria, and people can safely use it. 
Doctors use a needle to remove some of the special blue blood from a crab.

3. He has shown that laughing can lead to an increase in antibodies and other cells that fight 
bacteria, viruses, and other body "invaders." Other studies show that laughter might be helpful 
for people in hospitals.

4. When bacteria break down human waste, they release gas as a by-product. To prevent gas 
from building up and bursting the bags, the astronauts had to massage a germicide (a solution 
that kills bacteria) into the waste.

5. Hot, humid, and wet conditions are also ideal for bacteria and fungi to grow. Water trapped in 
the crevices of a plant, in combination with warm temperatures, is a breeding ground for 
bacterial and fungal growth, which can harm plants.
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Antibiotics: Use Them Wisely - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What do antibiotics kill?

A. the germs that cause many viruses

B. the germs that cause many infections

C. the germs that cause colds

D. the germs that cause mold

2. The text provides a description of antibiotics and how they work. The text also provides a 

story about two sisters who become sick. How does the story relate to the description?

A. The story contradicts the description.

B. The story disproves the description.

C. The story supports the description.

D. The story weakens the description.

3. The toughest germs are usually killed in the prescription's last doses of an antibiotic.

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. Doctors are afraid that someday many bacteria will fight back many or all of the antibiotics. 
If this happens, doctors will not be able to cure deadly diseases like tuberculosis or 
pneumonia.

B. The doctor said very seriously, "You must take all the doses of this antibiotic, one with 
each meal, until you finish it. This will take 10 days. You have to take all of it to get rid of the 
germs."

C. The doctor explained that some germs make substances that destroy the drugs before 
they can reach them. Other bugs can pump the drugs out before they hurt them.

D. Silvia started taking the antibiotic, but after a few days, she felt better and stopped taking 
it. When she stopped taking the antibiotic, she left the toughest germs alive.

4. What might happen if people take antibiotics when they don't need them?

A. These people might get a virus.

B. These people might get a bacterial infection.

C. These people might become resistant to antibiotics.

D. These people might get better more quickly.
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5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. It is important to take antibiotics responsibly.

B. Some germs are resistant to antibiotics.

C. Viruses cannot be killed with antibiotics.

D. Penicillin can cure bacterial infections.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

Also, if people take antibiotics when they don't need them, they will kill off the "friendly" 

bacteria too. The friendly bacteria help keep the bad bugs from growing as quickly. When 

the good germs die, the bad germs grow faster.

Why does the author use the word "friendly" to describe some bacteria?

A. to suggest these bacteria are the same as bad bacteria

B. to suggest these bacteria are helpful to bad bacteria

C. to suggest these bacteria are bad for your body

D. to suggest these bacteria are good for your body

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Silvia needed antibiotics because she had an infection caused by bacteria. __________, 

Carmen did not need antibiotics because she had an infection caused by a virus.

A. Previously

B. However

C. Specifically

D. Therefore

8. What explanation did the doctor give Silvia about why she got sick again?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.

9. What could happen if people take antibiotics when they do not need them?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.

10. Why is it important to take antibiotics responsibly?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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